
Global Village 2017- El Salvador
Pre-Departure Information

Usulután, El Salvador   April 1 - 9 Team Leaders: Nick Stoughton & Alayna Dunkerly

Habitat East Bay/Silicon Valley (EBSV) is honored to have you as a part of this year’s Global Village 
trip to El Salvador. Your dedication to our vision of a world where everyone has a decent place to 
live is truly inspiring. 

Since 2001, Habitat EBSV has tithed more than 
$360,000 to our sister affiliate in El Salvador. 
On top of our financial impact, we have hosted 
six Global Village teams travel across El Salvador 
to make a hands-on impact. Together, we have 
served 65 families with new homes, thereby, 
changing the lives of 325 people. 

Habitat’s work in El Salvador is critical as 
944,000 families still live in substandard 
conditions. This means that 6 in 10 houses are 
constructed of substandard materials, are 
overcrowded, lack utilities, are unsafe to live in, 
or have any combination of these factors. The 
exceptionally high poverty rate, the aftermath 
of the twelve-year civil war, and frequent natural 
disasters all contribute to the severity of the 
situation. For 25 years, Habitat El Salvador has 
worked with its domestic and international 
partners to fight the endemic lack of access 
to adequate housing by providing solutions to 
families in need.

Our Team:
Alayna Dunkerly Team Leader & Habitat EBSV Marketing Specialist
Nick Stoughton Team Leader & Volunteer, Global Village Veteran
Linda Ensel  Volunteer & Family Selection Committee,
   Global Village Veteran
Cathy Derian Women’s Crew Volunteer, Global Village Veteran
Bryan Shields Volunteer
Hillary Shields Volunteer
Tim Repp  Volunteer
Annie Henzel Volunteer, Global Village Veteran
Bill Henzel   Volunteer, Global Village Veteran
Terry Gleason Volunteer, Global Village Veteran
Claire Paquin Past Habitat EBSV AmeriCorps Crew Leader
Drew Sylvester Habitat EBSV Site Superintendent 

Nick Stoughton: 510.388.1413 // NickStoughton@gmail.com 
Alayna Dunkerly: 679.699.1729 // ADunkerly@HabitatEBSV.org
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Travel
Most of us will be traveling together on the following flights:

Departing:  > DELTA 4921 From SFO at 4:45 p.m. to LAX at 6:25 p.m. 
  > DELTA 961 From LAX at 11:59 p.m. to  SAL at 5:57 a.m.

Returning:  > DELTA 962 From SAL at 8:25 a.m. to LAX at 1:00 p.m.
  > DELTA 2776 From LAX 5:00 p.m. to SFO at 6:35 p.m.

Day of Departure: 
Please meet to check-in as a group at the Delta Domestic Terminal kiosk at 2:45 p.m. 
SHARP!

Nick Stoughton: 510.388.1413 // NickStoughton@gmail.com 
Alayna Dunkerly: 678.699.1729 // ADunkerly@HabitatEBSV.org

What to Expect: Itinerary
Saturday, April 1: Arrival 
•	 Arrive at San Salvador’s Comalapa International Airport

•	 Remember to bring $10 to purchase a Salvadoran Visa at the airport.
•	 Greeted at the Airport by Habitat El Salvador and taken to our first night’s 

accommodations: Hotel Mariscal, Paseo General Escalón No.3658, Colonia Escalón, San 
Salvador, Centro América [Tel: (503) 2298-2844 ó (503) 2527-0200]

•	 Breakfast 
•	 We have asked to be able to check-in early and spend the morning resting but if they 

cannot accommodate an early check-in, we will store our luggage and take a tour San 
Salvador and rest in the afternoon. 

•	 Lunch
•	 Cultural Activity 
•	 Dinner at the hotel

Sunday, April 2: Travel to Berlin 
•	 Breakfast at the hotel
•	 Travel about 2 1/2 hours to Berlin
•	 Arrive at the week’s accommodations:
•	 Orientation with staff and possibly the partner family we will be working with
•	 Lunch
•	 Tour of the town
•	 Dinner
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What to Expect: Itinerary Continued
Monday-Thursday, April 3-6: Workdays
•	 Breakfast at the hotel
•	 Travel to work site- We still don’t know where exactly we will be working or at what 

stage of construction the home will be at. 
•	 Work from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. with scheduled breaks in the morning & afternoon
•	 Lunch at the work site
•	 Travel back to accommodation
•	 Free time- on Wednesday we will be visiting the home of a past partner families
•	 Dinner at the hotel

Friday, April 7: Last workday/farewell celebration 
•	 Breakfast at the hotel
•	 Travel to work site
•	 Work from 8:00 a.m. to about noon
•	 Lunch at the work site
•	 Farewell celebration with the families in the afternoon
•	 Free time- this is when we plan to take a tour of a coffee plantation
•	 Dinner at the hotel

Saturday, April 8: Resort Day
•	 Breakfast at the hotel
•	 Travel about 3 1/2 to 4 hours to Rancho Estero y Mar, San Luis Talpa, El Salvador 
•	 Much deserved R&R
•	 Dinner at hotel

Sunday, April 9: Departure
•	 Breakfast at the hotel
•	 Travel to San Salvador to depart

What to Expect: Expenses
Trip Costs Included:
•	 Accommodation
•	 In country transit
•	 Meals while with affiliate
•	 Cultural activities
•	 Health, accident, and emergency evacuation insurance 



Global Village 2017- El Salvador
Pre-Departure Information

Usulutan, El Salvador   April 1 - 9 Team Leaders: Nick Stoughton & Alayna Dunkerly

Nick Stoughton: 510.388.1413 // NickStoughton@gmail.com 
Alayna Dunkerly: 678.699.1729 // ADunkerly@HabitatEBSV.org

What to Expect: Expenses
Trip Costs NOT Included:
•	 Airfare
•	 Visa fees
•	 Meals when not with affiliate- meals at the airport, going out, alcoholic beverages, etc.
•	 R&R activities
•	 Souvenir shopping
We recommend you bring about $200 to cover any additional expenses. The currency is
the U.S. dollar. Some places take cards but it is always a good idea to carry some cash 
(small denominations, mostly $1, $5 and $10 bills, and no bills larger than $20). A lot of 
places only take cash (especially at the market we expect to visit), and would have a hard 
time in making change above a few dollars. For safety, keep the bulk your cash in a money 
belt or other secure place, and keep only about $20-$30 in your wallet or purse for ready 
use at any one time.

What to Expect: Lodging
We will be placed 2-4 people per room depending on the hotel. Be prepared for shared 
bathrooms. There is no need to bring your own bedding or towels, but can if you wish. 

What to Expect: Meals
Breakfast & dinner will be served in the hotel or a nearby restaurant. Lunch will be served at 
the work site which will be delivered by a local restaurant or cooked by the partner family.
*Please let Nick and Alayna know if you have any special dietary requirements. 

Breakfast: Rice and beans, eggs, bread and coffee
Lunch: Rice, tortillas, and salad with chicken, fish, or beef, and fruit
Dinner: Beans, plantains, vegetables, pasta, and “rellenos” (veggies or potatoes stuffed with 
cheese and covered with cooked egg batter)

What to Expect: Security
Habitat El Salvador will provide us with translators and guides in country, and are extremely 
good at keeping us safe and away from known trouble spots.
•	 Be sure to always keep a copy of your passport with you.
•	 Keep a copy of your list of emergency contacts, credit card information, bank phone 

numbers, and medical insurance contact information, in a safe place.
•	 Do not bring more than you need so you can manage and keep track of what you do 

bring. Always keep an eye on your belongings.
•	 Always walk in pairs and never wander off at night.
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What to Bring: Packing List & Tips
•	 Pack light! Pack only what you’d want to carry at least three city blocks. 
•	 It will be HOT- bring breathable clothes, hats, water bottles, and sunscreen.
•	 You will get dirty- bring clothes you don’t mind getting muddy. You can pay to have 

laundry done at the hotel.

Clothes:
•	 Hat/bandana for sun protection
•	 Lightweight raincoat/windbreaker
•	 Lightweight pullover or sweater
•	 Undergarments, socks, PJs (you will be sharing a room)
•	 Shoes: hiking boots or work shoes, casual or nice shoes, sandals or running shoes
•	 Enough shirts for the week (no tank tops)
•	 Long pants for the site (shorts that are not too short are only allowed for R&R days)
•	 Lightweight casual clothes for the evenings and off site days

Toiletries and Personal Items:
•	 Soap & shampoo
•	 Dental care
•	 Personal cosmetics and toiletry items (deodorant, nail clippers, etc.)
•	 Tissues, toilet paper, travel size antibacterial wet wipes
•	 Towel, facecloth
•	 Prescription medication. Keep it in the bottle you get from the pharmacy to keep it clear 

at customs.
•	 Over-the-counter drugs. If you are susceptible to headaches or cold symptoms or upset 

stomach, it might be a good idea to pack some pain reliever, cold remedy and Pepto 
Bismol.

•	 A written copy of your prescription in case you lose the medication and need a refill
•	 We’ll have a team medical kit but its always a good idea to bring additional supplies
•	 Insect repellent
•	 Lip balm, lotion
•	 Prescription eyeglasses, contact lenses and solutions for contact lenses
•	 A watch
•	 Sunglasses
•	 Sunscreen (30SPF at least)
•	 Water bottle
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What to Bring: Packing List & Tips
Paperwork and money
•	 A money belt or pouch to carry your money, ID, passport, credit card
•	 Your passport and a photocopy of your passport. Keep this in your suitcase.
•	 An ATM/credit card and personal spending money for souvenirs, etc.
•	 Emergency contact phone numbers of family and friends at home

Miscellaneous items to consider (just consider)
•	 Earplugs
•	 Journal and writing supplies
•	 Travel guides to read and share, paperbacks to read, share and leave behind.
•	 Games, cards, puzzles (for airport and waiting time)
•	 Favorite snacks, tea bags, portable mug
•	 Plastic bags/old pillow case for dirty laundry, packing shoes, etc.
•	 Sealable plastic bags
•	 A bag/backpack to bring to site
•	 A book for downtime

Please bring photos of your family and friends and anything else that may tell partner 
families about yourself. 

Construction Site:
The local affiliate will provide all the tools we need for the job. However, these are often old 
and battered. We suggest bringing a few new items with you, which you can then leave 
when done. This is entirely up to you. There is no requirement for you to bring anything 
at all. Here are a few tools Nick suggests bringing:
•	 Pliers: There will almost certainly be a lot of wire tying for rebar, so a good set of pliers 

is useful. Either go for Linesman, Iron Worker pliers, or end-cutting pliers, all work well.
•	 One or more Brick Trowels 
•	 Tape measure: make sure it is metric (this is very rarely needed)
•	 Gloves: take several pairs

Questions?
Please review the Global Village Orientation Manual and the El Salvador Participation 
Manual before departing. If you have any other questions or concerns, please let Nick and 
Alayna know as soon as possible. 


